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Gentlemen are the prefent, Advocates of 
Power !—Whilft We were engaged in 
8 examining the Treaties and Negotiations 
Dep - fome Years paft, They exclaimed 
loudly againft us, and charged us 
with a Ty of fruftrating the general Tranquility, 
by giving Encouragement to our Enemies, and furnifh- 

ing Them with Arguments againft us ; though it is 
now manifeft that our Obfervations proved of very 
great Service to their Patrox, and guided Him into 
the right Road of accomplifhing that defirable End, 

if He is capable of purfuing it, as it was chalk’d out 
to Him. Iam fure, it cannot ‘be pretended that Tho/, 
who did Him this kind Office, have thrown any Ob- 

ftacles in his Way, or endeavoured to defeat Him in 
the Parfuit of it, by any unfeafonable Enquiries into his 
late Meafures. And what is the Confequence of this 
Silence on our Side? As we were before call’d turu- 
lent Incendiaries, for giving our Opinion of thefe Af 
fairs, fo our late Acquiefcence hath been conftrued into 
an Argument of our Defeat, and They have accord- 

ingly triumph’d over us with repeated’ Jo Pans of 
Succefs. So that if We offer to {peak upon thefe Sub- 
jects, We are call’d Enemies ta our Country, though 
their Patron ev idently makes Ufe of our Sentiments; 
and if We hold our’l'ongues, it is {aid to proceed from 
our Want of any Thing to fay ——--We have an In- 
ftance of This in the Conduét’ of that great Reafoner, 
Mr. Oséorne Himfelf; who, it muft be confefi’d, isa 

much fairerAdverfary than his Brother Walfngham. 
It is not many Months ago that He charged our Wri- 
tings 
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tings as the. true Canfes of al]. the, Obftacles, which 
had attended our foreign Negotiations for feveral. Years 
paft; and earneftly conjured us, if We had any Re- 
gard for the Character of Patriots, to lay down the 
Craft/man, and thereby puta finifhing Hand to. the 
publick Tranquility. Now, though We thought this 
Requeft a little too hard upon us, whilft the Troops 
on the other Side were continued in Pay; yet We 
condefcended to comply fo far with it, as to let their 
Patron purfue his mezv Schemes without Moleftation 
for feveral Months; and yet Mr. Osborne is fo un- 
grateful to us for this Favour, which He vouchfafed to 
beg with great Importunity, that He hath taken. the 
fame unhandfome Advantage of our Silence. with his 
Fellow Labourers, and join’d in the Songs of Triumph 
againft us. Nay, He hath even carried his Exulta- 
tions fo far as to give us Hopes, a Week or two ago, 
that his Ma/ffer would foon be in a Capacity to disband 
his mercenary Writers, without any Prejudice to.the 
common Caufe.—I make no Doubt that Mr.. Osdarne 
would be well enough pleafed, for his own Part, to. be 
difcharged from this. troublefome Office, now. He hath 
received his Reward ; and, finding Himfelf advancing in 
Years, to retire with his Qyietus.——For his Sake there- 
fore, as well as for the Sake of the Publick, I heartily 
with that their Vi€tory may prove as compleat as 
They reprefent it, and that all thofe- Difficulties and 
Uneafineffes' may be removed, which have been the 
Subjeét of our Debate.—Let us therefore take a fhort 
Survey of our Cafe, and from thence judge what We 
are to expect fromthe two Jaff Treaties of Vienna, 
and ‘the Operations in Confequence of them. 

I prefume then that, upon the Introduétion of Dox 
Carlos and his Garrifons into Italy, (which is now 
drawing to the very Crifis of Execution ) the Spaniards. 
will immediately award full Reparation to our injured 
Merchants ; inflié& exemplary Punifhment on their Of- 
ficers in the We/f-Indics, who have been concern’d ip 

comunitting,. 
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committing, or countenancing thefe wmparalield De- 
predations; and expedite peremptory Orders to their 
Troops, employ’d before Giéra/tar, not only: to defitt 
from carrying on any mew Forts and Works, but like- 
wife to demolifh Thofealready erected, and level them 
with the Ground. The only good Reafon, that 
can poflibly be given, why This was not done long 
ago, is the natural Jealoufy of the Spanifb Nation, 
that We were not really in earneft, when We under- 
took the Introduétion of Doz Carlos, and only de- 
figned to amufe Them with vain Hopes; for other- 
wife, it was reafonable to expeét that They fhould 
have put a Stop to all Hoftilities againft us, as foon as 
the memorable Treaty of Sevi//e was concluded ; or, 
at leaft, when We had prevail’d upon the Emperor to 
come into the fame Scheme, by the /econd Treaty of 
Vienna, and when They faw us befides aétually equip- 

ing a large Squadron for their Service. But when 
We fhall have aétually performed our Engagements, and 
put Don Carlos in Pofleffion of thefe faveurite Domi- 
tions, the King, his Father, and the Queen, his Mo- 
ther, can have no farther Pretences for delaying to 
give us the fulleft Satisfaction, after We have been fo 
kind as to effectuate this great Point for ‘Them, in 
Return for all their hard Ufage, Indignities and Pro- 
vocations. 

When I take it for granted that the Introduétion of 
Don Carlos will immediately take Place, by Virtue of 
our good Offices, (for I hope it will not be at our 
Expence,) I mutt likewife iuppofe that all our late 
Mifunderftandings with his Jmperial Majefty are fully 
adjufted by the two laff Treaties of Vienna ; and there- 
fore We may reafonably expeét that this Kingdom 
will no longer be at the Expence of maintaining 
12,000 Heffian Troops—As much as I have been 
reprefented an Incendiary, and an Enemy to all wife 
Defigns, nobody fhall be more ready to acknowledge 
his Majefty’s Goodnels, in eafing his People from this 
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grievous Burthen, without enquiring too ftriétly what 
Ule They have hitherto been, or can poflibly be of, 
to the Intereft of Great Britain. 

As for the Dutch, They will certainly accede to our 
new Treaties, as foonas They find it for their Jpte- 
reff fo to do; and That, no Doubt, will be very foon ; 
for without their Acceflion and Concurrence, the ve 
Scheme of a general Peace will be intirely difconcerted, 
and confequently the Triumph of thefe Writers will 
be of but fhort Duration. 

I hope, it cannot be thought unreafonable, if We 
fhould farther expect that France will be induced to 
enter into thefe mew Meafures ; becaufe though I al- 
ways apprehended that if a War fhould become ne- 
cellary, the Emperor is a much more natural Ally 
and Confederate for us than his Chriftian Majeftys yet 
I cannot underitand how the general Tranquility of 
Europe can be faid to be fully eftablith’d, as the/e 
Gentlemen have lately afferted with great Confidence, 
unlefS the French are included in it; much lefs, if 
They fhould continue their Refentments againft us 
for the Part we have lately aéted, which They un- 
reafonably call Breach of Faith and Violation of the moft 
llemn Engagements, as appears by the Converfation be- 
tween two Englifbmen at the Hague, and the * Anfwer 
ta it, lately publifh’d m the Courant, which is really 
worth the Perufal of the Curious. 

I fhall not infift very much on the Concurrence of 
the Northern Crowns; becaufe I cannot fee how They 
are concern’d in the Difpute ; at leaft, as far as it re- 
lates to the Briti/b Nation, unlefs the Eaf-India Trade 
thould become a new Topick of Contention ; for it is 
faid that They huve a great Mind to fhare this Com- 
merce with Us and the Dutch, as wellas fome other 
Nations; and confidering the faithful, honeft and moft 
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— Method, in which fome Gentlemen of our 
aft-India Company have lately exercifed that Trade, 
it may perhaps be thought prudent to fupport Them in 
the Monopoly of it, even at the Expence of a zational 
War. — Indeed, I have always been fo unhappy, for 
my own Part, as to diflike all exc/ufive Companies, even 
fuppofing them to be honeft/y managed, and look upon 
them as baneful to Zrade in’ general, and confequently 
very prejudicial to the Intereft, ‘as well as dangerous to 
the Liberties of the Nation ; but when We confider the 
Abufes, Corruptions and Iniquities, to which fuch Com- 
binations are always fubjeét, and have been often de- 
teéted, I can never give my Vote for involving a whole 
People in the Expence of a War, or in Expeditions and 
Negotiations, equivalent toa War, for the Support of 2 
Sew wicked Men, who betray their Truft and grow rich 
upon the Spoils of the Publick. 

Having mention’d the Eaf India Company, I beg 
Léave to quote an’ Obfervation of a + late popular 
Writer upon this Subjeé&t, which I believe will not be 
thought unfeafonable at prefent. 

sé After all I have faid, I muft confefs that the 
‘* India Company is liable to lefs Obje€tions than any 
‘* other trading Monopoly; but not for the Reafons 
“ They give, but for a Reafon, which is worth an 
** hundred of Theirs; for as all demeficial Trades are 
** moft fuccefsfully carried on by free and open Com- 
<< merce, {fo all Jofing ones do lefs Mifchief when mono- 
“* polized; and as the firft ought to receive all pofl- 
“< ble Encouragement, fo the other ought to be put 
** under fuitable Difcouragements; and fince We can 
“« have no Profpeét, at prefent, of that Trade’s being 
** put upon an advantageous Foot, the next beft Thing 
** We can defire, is to let it goon upon the prefent 
“* Eftablifoment, which in all Probability will foon 
“< deftroy it, and perhaps put it upon a good rn 

6 t 








+ See Cato’s Letters Vol, 3. p. 183. 
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« That can be; for it is certain, if it could be carry’d 
« on with its fu// Swing, it would eafe us of every 
«* Penny of our Money, and deftroy every Manufafture 
‘“* in the Kingdom, as well as every Man in it.”"— If 
This is good Reafoning, which I will not take upon Me 
to determine, We ought never to put ourfelves to any 
Expence, or Difficulties, for the Support of a Company, 
whole Defruétion would be a Benett to the Nation. 
But let us return to the Subjeét of this Paper. 

If the late Triumphs ef the Court-Writers are well 
grounded, We have Reafon to expect that the general 
Tranquility of Europe, upon a firm, equal and honou- 
rable Foundation, will be the {peedy and happy Effect 
of all our tedious Negotiations; and when our Affairs 
are perfectly fettled aéroad, We may likewiie promife 
ourfelves that our domeftick Affairs will foon mend on 
our Hands; that our pudb/ick Expences will be confide- 
rably leffen’d ; that our Army will be reduced as far 
and as fait as the Intereft and Safety of the Kingdom 
will admit; that a quicker and more effectual Progreis 
will be made in the Difcharge of our uational Debts ; 
that the People will be eaied by Degrees from the Taxes, 
which are moft burthenfome to Them ; and that the 
Parliament will have Time to think of fome whole- 
fome and neceflary Laws, for the Revival of Trade, the 
Encouragement of our Janguifhing Manufactures, and 
the Eftablifhment of our Liderties upon a folid and la- 
fting Foundation. 

Now, if the Peace fhould appear to be thus perfect 
by its Effects, the Triumphs of the ssini/ferial Writers 
are, in fome Meaiure, juft ; and I fhall be glad to con- 
gratulate my Country upon it, without making any 
nice and invidious Enguiries how We came to ftand in 
Need of it. Nay, I will even make fome Abatements- 
I ain willing to allow for the Fluétwation of Power, and 
the Vicijfitude of human Affairs. For this Reajon, I 
have taken no Notice of the Confequences of the prag- 
matick Sanction and the Spanifb Succeffien in Italy, wpon 
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which this Peace is founded, with Regard to Great 
Britain; though I could fay a great deal upon thof 
Subjeéts, and even with the Authority of the/e Writers 
themielves. But Ifcorn to prefs Them too far, or to 
feem rigid in my Demands. Let us only have tolera- 
ble Terms, and t dare anfwer the Nation will be eafy. 
For my own Part, I affure Mr. Osdorne that, whatever 
my Circumfiances may be, or whatever Opinion He is 
pleafed to entertain of Me, I am ready to lay down my 
Pen, upon fuch an Occafion, and will retire as quietly 
as Himielf, without any Penjion. 

But He muft excufe Me, if I defer my Congratula- 
tions till the geod News is confirm’d; and We have had 
fo many fine Effays of late (even from his own excel 
dent Pen) about making Peace Sword in Hand, that 
am fure-He would look upon Me asa very bad Politi- 
cian, if I laid down my Arms, before it was fully con- 
‘cluded. I confefs, I fhould be very glad to tee one 
Law, at leaft, repeal’d and axotker pais'd, before I quit 
the Field. ‘The Reader will immediately conclude 
that I mean the Septennial A@ and the Penfien Bill; 
which I muft take the common Liberty of an Exg/ifh- 
man to recommend, in the ftrongeit Manner, to the 
Confideration of our Reprefentatives. I am willing to 
enter into the Examination of thefe tevo Points, or either 
of them, with any of the minifterial Advocates, as 
calmly as They pleafe, and without any per/onal Re. 
fieGions, wnlefs uch as may naturally refult from the 
Debate againit any Perfon, who fhall dittinguifh Him- 
felf by oppofing the general Intereft and Inclinations of 
the People. D. 


SATURDAY 








